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Temperature field simulation and experimental of orthogonal
polarized He-Ne laser with integrated Y-shaped cavity

Gong Mengfan, Xiao Guangzong, Yu Xudong, Zhang Bin
(College of Optoelectronic Science and Engineering, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: Thermal effects could dramatically destroy the performances of the orthogonal-polarized He-Ne
laser featured with an integrated Y-shaped cavity. To explore detailed impacts on the output frequency
difference stability, one thermal model was established via the ANSYS software. Material disposals and
heat source loading were presented, including the calculations of heat flux density and transfer
coefficients. Thermal features were shown and discussed both in steady-state and transient-state. Later
practical experiments were employed with a thermal infrared imager. The differences between simulations
and experimental results were barely smaller than 1%, which had validated the accuracy and reliability of
the simulations. After the laser setting to work, heat gradually transmitted from gain area to non-gain
area. When the temperature distribution of the laser was in steady state, the cavity surface regions had
maximum thermal gradient. The points maximum temperature were always near the cathode, while those
with minimum temperature were close to the underlying surfaces of the sub-cavities. The temperature
difference was about 0.05 C between the surfaces of the sub-cavities, and the resulted frequency drift

was about 0.067 MHz. It reveals that the time-dependent temperature divergences between two sub-cavity
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is still the main restricting factor in the stability of the laser output frequency difference, which can

provide some important guidance for improving the stability of laser frequency difference and optimizing

the design of laser geometry construction.
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Fig.1 Schematic representation of orthogonal polarized He-Ne laser

with integrated Y -shaped cavity
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Fig.2 Finite model of orthogonal polarized He-Ne laser with integrated

Y -shaped cavity
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Tab.1 Heat parameters of materials

Material Density Specific htfat ) Heat confiucti}/ity
/kg-m™  capacity/J-kg”'-K' /W-m™-K'
Ceranic-glass 2 530 800 1.46
Optical quartz 2 650 947 1.46
High purit
'8 Puny 2 800 875 121
aluminum
O -fi
rygen-iee 8 930 385 363

copper
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Tab.2 Heat parameters and heat transfer

coefficients of typical surfaces

t ) Gr C m(n) Nu h
a 26 0.042 5.28x10" 0.27 1/4 3.75  2.313
b 24 0.042 5.28x10"  0.54 1/4 7.5  4.625
c 27 0.035  3.1x10*  0.59 1/4 7.17 5.3
d 30 0.039  4.23x10"  0.197 1/4(1/9) 1.77 1.175
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Fig.3 Steady-state temperature field of the laser cavity
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Tab.3 Temperature field simulation statistic of

testing points in the laser

Cavit S sub- P sub-
Testing points avity Cathode  Anode Sl_l Sl,]
surface cavity cavity
Temperature/C  28.383  27.068  25.528  23.547  23.503
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Fig.4 Transient-state temperature field of the laser cavity
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Fig.5 Cavity temperature versus time
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Fig.6 Temperature field of the laser cavity surface after working

function
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Tab.4 Comparison of steady-state analysis and

experimental measurements

Measuring Simulate Test Relative
temperature points temperature/ C  temperature/ C  error/%
Cavity surface 28.383 28.3 0.29
Cathode surface 27.068 27.1 0.118
Anode surface 25.528 25.6 0.28
Cavity upper-surface 26.361 26.1 0.148
Cavity side-surface 26.952 27.0 0.178
S sub-cavity 23.547 23.6 0.225
P sub-cavity 23.503 23.5 0.013
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Fig.7 Comparison of transient analysis and experimental measurements
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