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Multi-resolution MCS auto focus method in range-gated imaging

system for underwater
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Abstract: A real-time, accuracy and robustness multi-resolution mountain climb servo (MCS) auto focus
method was proposed in order to solve real-time auto focus problem, and was obtained high clear high
quality image because low clear low light images was difficult to realize auto focus in range-gated
imaging system for underwater. The merits of this method were outstanding as follows. It reduced the
amount of processing data and time by taking advantage of the image multi-resolution theory by spatial
sampling of the current image and then formed different resolution sampling layers, which made the
system possible to deal with auto focus more quickly as 1/2 time as traditional method. Thereby, the
method calculated current frame weighted average edge detection image definition, which was determined
by the correlation between current frame and two adjacent frames with 0.5, 0.3 and 0.2 coefficients
before solving the error judge of interference maximum local peak. At last, the method realized the last

operation auto focus by MCS. The repeated experimental verification of range-gated imaging system for
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underwater shows that the algorithms is capable of guaranteeing the auto focus speed and accuracy and

improving the real-time, accuracy and robustness in focus determination.
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Fig.1 Range-gated imaging system theory
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1/2 Steps of MCS
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Fig.3 1/2 variable step MCS schematic diagram
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Fig.5 Focus curves of different edge detection operators
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Tab.1 Comparison of time consumption with

different edge detection operators(Unit:ms)

Average time Standard Deviation

Roberts 78.0 0
Sobel 242.6 7.7
Prewitt 241.9 7.9
Lap4 102.3 7.4
Lap8 183.7 10.0
Lap8 Wiﬂ.l .different 1873 9.7
coefficients
Log25 261.8 9.83
Log25 with different 416 12.9

coefficients
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Fig.6 Computer vision calibration board focus result of experiment
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Fig.7 Fishing nets focus result of experiment
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Tab.2 Comparison of time consumption with

different algorithms(Unit:ms)

Traditional algorithm Improved algorithm

Average time 4875.3 2592.6

Standard deviation 197.7 168.3
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Tab.3 Comparison of right result with different

algorithms

Traditional algorithm Improved algorithm

Average time 20 20%

Standard deviation 21% 98.75%
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